Camp Hillcrest
Learning and Development Policy

Aims and Objectives

The philosophy of Camp Hillcrest is to use woodland to inspire adults, children and young people, motivating them to learn through inspirational and hands on activities with plenty of opportunities to succeed. The nurturing of the learner’s self esteem, independence and social skills are central to our activities as is the respect and care for the environment.
Social aims
· Building self-confidence and self-esteem

· Always using positive, aspirational language and genuine praise 

· Inspiring a love of learning and the outdoors 

· Supporting any processes the participants use to explore the activity, even if the outcome is not what you originally envisaged

· Working in a holistic way rather than a subject based way

Conservation aims
· Ownership of the woodland and responsibility towards it
· Developing responsibility and respect for the wider natural environment
· sustainability
· Teaching about the environment and the need to conserve it
Adults’ Role

The adults’ role is to facilitate and model activities and then to step back and observe. This enables observation and assessment of children by the Forest School leaders.

Child-led learning is at the centre of all Forest School activities and should be structured to allow for discoveries and spontaneous happenings. Plans are made as a guide not a rule. There is a great emphasis on a partnership in learning, rather than teaching and adults should model good behaviour and social skills at all times. The Health and Safety of the children and adults is of paramount importance and the responsibility of everyone.
Structure
Forest School works as a continuum – i.e. visits build over many weeks, all weathers, all seasons. Early sessions focus on the structure of the session, ensuring a sound basis and understanding of the health and safety routines. Once these are established sessions become more flexible, leading to freedom within boundaries. 
Small achievable tasks are set so that every child can succeed. Observation and assessment are just as important at Forest School as in the setting. Children are often seen in a different light at Forest School as preferred learning styles become more obvious.
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