Camp Hillcrest
Ground Rules within the Forest School

Rules that should be included and the children need to be aware of:

· Boundaries. How far are they allowed to go?

· Fire and safety rules. This should have a slow introduction. The rules surrounding the fire area should always be carried out even when there is no fire
The following can be discussed with the group and be more like guidance rather than rules.  Encourage the children to think of appropriate actions/behaviour.  For example: 

· Sticks need to be dragged not carried
· Not putting their fingers in mouths
· Children need to know what they have to ask an adult for: toilet, fire and use of tools
As the experience grows it is important that the group is aware of acceptable behaviour that will help everyone to enjoy their time in the woods.

· Be aware of yourself and others at all times
· Use tools in a way you have been shown and in no other way
· Tools are to be returned to the box or bag when not in use
· Look above, below and around for hazards
· Check that no one is in the way before starting a task
· Think of the consequences of what you are doing
· If a leader asks you to stop, you must stop immediately
· Remain within the limits of the site where you are working
· Fires should be extinguished and all rubbish removed before leaving

· Respect the trees and all living things in the woodland. Do not pick unnecessarily from the trees or the wildflowers
· Never eat anything you find in the woods unless an adult has checked it, it has been washed and placed on a plate
· Clean your hands or use wet wipes before eating
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